The Character of Christ

I now want to say a few words upon a topic which I
often think is not quite sufficiently dealt with by
Rationalists, and that is the question whether Christ was
the best and the wisest of men. It is generally taken for
granted that we shall all agree that that was so. I do not
myself. I think that there are a good many points upon
which I agree with Christ a great deal more than the
professing Christians do. I do not know that I could go
with Him all the way, but I could go with Him much
farther than most professing Christians can. You will
remember that He said: 'Resist not evil, but whosoever
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other
also.' That is not a new precept or a new principle. It was
used by Lao-Tze and Buddha some five or six hundred
years before Christ, but it is not a principle which as a

matter of fact Christians accept. (...)

Then there is another point which I consider is
excellent. You will remember that Christ said: 'Judge not
lest ye be judged.'" That principle I do not think you

would find was popular in the law courts of Christian

countries. (...)

Then there is one other maxim of Christ which I think
has a great deal in it, but I do not find that it is very
popular among some of our Christian friends. He says:
If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and
give to the poor.' That is a very excellent maxim, but, as I
say, it is not much practised. All these, I think, are good
maxims, although they are a little difficult to live up to. I
do not profess to live up to them myself; but then after

all, it is not quite the same thing as for a Christian.
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